Uncovering the Clues 
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My preservation goal for you: 
that knowing more about the history of your house will 
inspire you to preserve it! 


Knowing the 
history of your 
aYolUlsX-Mer-la mu al=d|®) 
with decisions 
about repairs or 
changes you may 
need or want to 
make 


Navel of6)i (oksar-1a) 
appreciation for how 
our communities were 
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Click on MACRIS MAPS; enter your street address on the map 


We'll look at four TO ee and tools to that opens up; hit Search and your address will show up in 


lace MelUimaate)acu-]elolUimolelme) (eM arelbiy~ 1. Always start with MACRIS Street View 


Suppose | want to research my historic building? 


Go to MACRIS, (MA Cultural Resource Information System) for . Open https://mhc-macris.net/ 
back dhist Click on MACRIS Maps 

ackgroun IStory. https://maps.mhc-macris.net/ 
Look to online historic map data and archival collections to “see” into the . Inthe Address Search tab, enter a street 
past of your house, its residents, and surroundings. Se IESE UL a ire 

” é . Click on the Street View, which will bring up a 
Walk your neighborhood to provide context for how houses have evolved map 
over time. . Click on the Blue Dot at your location 
P ; : 7 . Under Details, click on the ID highlighted in 

Learn preservation approaches to make the most of your home's historic bine thancliphanumen=eode sucha 
character BOS.10338 Beaufort Road, Jamaica Plain 





On the fof- le (=a VolUm| Me l-ymnale)c-minicom-lalemilalem-la mmm niin Rg erereeres 
a alphanumeric code: THAT is the inventory form for _MASSACHUNETTS wis TERICAL CoMms§iOn 


YOUR building! 
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A Street View map will open with a ovamcelels 
location; if there is a nearby, click on that 


Historic Building Detail: BOS.10038 
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2. Use online historic 
fare) Motel e-We-lale mexe) |(-Xeua(o) ty 
to reveal the hidden 
history of your house and 
its surroundings 
THE best sources for accurate 
Taycemeoyamaatemalesuce)(ere|| 
development of your 
neighborhood are 19th century 
insurance atlases 


For historic maps, | mostly use 
HistoricMapWorks.com 


http://HistoricMapWorks.com 





ITEM #US6071 
Plate 004 
From Boston 1890 Vol 6 West Roxbury, 
Massachusetts 
Published by G. W. Bromley & Co. in 1890 
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AND the Jamaica Plain Historical Society RESOURCES PAGE has the JP maps online! 


My block in 1890: let's see what's still there 





And suppose | want to know who was Ella C. Adams? 


One source: 
Ancestry.com 
(can do a trial 
membership for 
free) 
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Historic New England Coll., GUSN 249729 


55 & 61 Lochstead Avenue 


A A'/aXomINZoxe Mm al=1e- Yan Adanvae Co Ual-W aele[(-tomr-(ei-M-r-(elameldal-lmr-]ale 
share a garage? Was there an architect? 


Bertha and Minna Ramseyer Charles T. and Henrietta Ramseyer 
MACRIS says the Ramseyers were siblings and the two sisters lived in one house and their 
brother and his wife lived in the other. And yes, the architects were Bowditch & Stratton. 
Both houses were built by John P. Campbell in 1907 


One source | always check to learn more about people is 
Google Books: can we learn more about the Ramseyers? 
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3. Turn off your 
(oxo) payee ic=1ar- ale mele) 
fora walk... 


FTeol late MoU lm ar-(e] alot) aveleye| 
FT atoll (oo) aie) mexeyaik=y ame) 
how houses similar to your 
own have evolved 


Keep an eye out for houses 
that haven't had updates to 
gain clues on things that 
might have been changed 
on your house (siding, 
porches, dormers. . ..) 


Taking a closer look at two houses that were 
once identical .. . 





Apartment 
House for 
Mrs. 
Elizabeth 
Homer, 
Boylston St., 
Jam. Plain, 
Mass. 
(undated) 
Jacob 
Luippold 
Coll., 
Historic New 
England 
GUSN 
252072 


Siding is the biggest cover-up and three deckers often suffer most as preserving 3D character is 
Col a¥e lI (=yave]Ialem=]aremexexsiaN\g 


Siding: Even removing one elevation can make a huge difference 


Kingsboro Terrace Arts & Crafts subdivision: a textbook on evolution of porches! 





Fine Homebuilding.com 


Gutters: not sexy, but important and climate change is forcing adaptations 





Additions are really tricky: you'll need professional design advice 


4. Some ideas for a 
preservation upgrade 


Prrperty Cave A htite Papers 
Yol0) cexstom [ales [Ule(sy 


Maintaining Your Old House in 
Cambridge 


https://www.cambridgema.gov https:/Avww.historicnewengland.org/preservation/for-professionals- 
MAn\Rsine) a (oYA t= XsX=k=) Ke aksl Ke syAe1 ales eYoye) 4 students/property-care-white-papers/ 


https://www.bostonbuildingresources. 
com/workshops 


| 
Lost its 
porch 


Where to get black/dark storms: 
Coastal Industries, Haverhill, MA 
Mon-Ray, Minneapolis. MI 


The historic “standard” is three paint colors (1. body/siding, 2. trim, 3. sash/doors) Paint color: can be a powerful tool in sharing your house's history (or not?) Neighboring houses: one with, one without its porch 





White 
windows 


Where to get black/dark storms: 
Coastal Industries, Haverhill, MA 
Mon-Ray, Minneapolis. MI 


Neighboring houses: one with, one without its porch 


ster 4 9 im ty 
gutter & | | gs | Bey 
. re New posts & 
: : railing; 


creative 
addition! 


Where to get black/dark storms: 
Coastal Industries, Haverhill, MA 
Mon-Ray, Minneapolis. MI 


Reworked 
posts; could 
add 2nd rail 
above 


Original 
posts; new 
railing 


Neighboring houses: one with, one without its porch Porch railings often need modification to meet code; sorry! No great example of how to do! 








Small things: too-small shutters, painting porches, thinking about garage doors 


Uncovering the Clues 


- Get the facts with MACRIS 

- Follow up with other sources 

- Hit the streets to gather context 
- Consider using historic colors 
and a preservation approach for 
upcoming repairs and touch-ups 


and gain a new appreciation for 
preserving the history and 
character of your old house! 


Ml atclalccmcolm\celels 
attention! 


I'm happy to take 
your questions 


Sally Zimmerman 
Zimmerman Preservation 
Consulting 
sjzpreservation@gmail.com 


